Pronunciation 

While the following brief description of Kaure sounds and symbols is intended 
to orient the student to major features of pronunciation, it must be emphasized that these 
and other details of authentic Kaure speech production will only be accomplished with 
the assistance of a Kaure speaker and considerable practice. 

The alphabet is tentative and has been adapted to the Indonesian alphabet with 
which most of the people are familiar. There arc thirteen consonants and five vowels in 
Kaure. The alphabet is as follows: 

a, b, d, e, h,i, j, k, 1, m, n, o, p, s, t, u, w, and y. c and r are used in Indonesian loan words 
and names. 

The consonants h, j, m, n, w, and y are pronounced as they are in English. A 
syllable final n, however, is hardly pronounced, but its preceding vowel becomes 
nasalized (with air released through the nose), p and t are pronounced as they are in 
English, however, without the small puff of air (aspiration).^ is usually pronounced with 
the tip of the tongue hitting the roof of the mouth a little bit further back as in English, 
producing a sound similar to the initial sound in 'shy*, h and^ are always prenasalized 
and therefore sound like mb andjid. Word initially, k is pronounced as in English words 
but without aspiration, or with the tongue hitting the roof of the mouth a little bit further 
back in the throat (retroflexed). Word medially, it is also retroflexed or pronounced as 
a fricative releasing air as in *lo£h ness*. Word finally, k is not released; quite often it 
drops out completely. 1 can be pronounced as it is in English, but far more often it is a 
retrofiexed flap vnih the tongue rapidly hitting the roof of the mouth once, hardly 
distinguishable from the Indonesian x Word finally it is hardly audible or it drops out. 

The vowels in Kaure are pronounced in the following ways: 
a is pronounced like the English u in English 'sun.* 

^ is pronounced like the £ in English 'red' or with a more open pronunciation as in 
'raid'.When occurring beforeji and before the syllable final 1 , it Is usually pronounced 
like thej in English 'sir*. In some words, however^ is pronounced like the t in French 

i is pronounced like the £a in English 'beat*. 

is usually pronounced like thc_Q in British English 'port'. 

U has no equivalent in English. It is pronounced like the u in German 'Miinchen*. 
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